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Local Government Engagement and Communication during the
Chesapeake Bay Midpoint Assessment and Phase III WIP Development 

The Chesapeake Bay Watershed spans 

64,000 miles and encompasses the District 

of Columbia and portions of Delaware, 

Maryland, New York, Pennsylvania, 

Virginia and West Virginia (referred to as 

“Bay jurisdictions”).

DEFINITIONS

Watershed Implementation Plans (WIPs): individual plans for how 
the states and District of Columbia, in partnership with federal and local 
partners, will achieve their Chesapeake Bay TMDL pollution reduction 
allocations. 

Milestones: the short-term, 2-year goals that jurisdictions set for 
themselves to increase restoration work and ensure progress for the 
Chesapeake Bay cleanup

Best Management Practices (BMPs): restoration activities and 
projects (planned and implemented) to improve local water quality and 
meet Bay water quality standards

Midpoint Assessment: the mid-term evaluation of overall progress 
toward meeting the nutrient and sediment pollutant load reductions 
necessary for Bay restoration.  The assessment will determine whether 
practices implemented by 2017 will have met 60 percent of the load 
reductions necessary to achieve the 2025 Bay TMDL goals.

Modeling tools: the suite of computer models that provide a              
comprehensive view of the Chesapeake ecosystem from the depths   
of the Bay to the upper reaches of the watershed, and from the land to 
the air.  Phase 6 is the updated version of "the Model" that will be used  
in developing Phase III WIPs.  


