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Engagement Guide for Maryland’s Phase III Watershed Implementation Plan

Background: Watershed wide, the Chesapeake Bay restoration effort has celebrated 
significant successes, yet much work remains to reduce pollution from entering the Bay. 
The Phase III Watershed Implementation Plans (WIPs) will need to continue and 
accelerate progress if we are to achieve the 2025 clean-up goals.   

Maryland is making some progress under the Bay TMDL. As a result of hard work by many 
sectors, primarily farming and wastewater treatment plants, we nearly met our sediment and 
phosphorous goals. With the help of several cost-share programs, many Maryland farmers are 
managing their land to reduce runoff by doing things like planting cover crops to better hold soil 
on the farm and by planting forests to buffer streams. Maryland also implemented the Bay 
Restoration Fund (flush fee) and raised enough money to upgrade 60 major wastewater 
treatment plants.  In many cases, the water coming out of our treatment plants is cleaner than 
the water in the river.  

We still need to stop millions of pounds of nitrogen from getting into the Bay every year. We 
need to pick up the pace. 

 Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) says current MD nitrogen loads
were 54.8 million pounds per year in 2017.

 According to the new phase 6 planning targets, MD needs to get down to
45.78 million pounds per year by 2025. 

 So that is approximately a gap of 9 million pounds of nitrogen.

 MDE claims that if all the Phase II WIPs are followed 100%, then Maryland will still
have a gap of over 1 million pounds for Phase III.

What do we need? 

 Comprehensive approach that looks at the gap and allocates who is responsible for

what quantitative targets, then work with each partner, sector and local government to

ensure they have the understanding, resources and accountability necessary to get the

job done.

 Urban sector lagging: We must ensure that MS4 permits push counties and

municipalities to exert maximum effort in funding and installing stormwater projects,

while also promoting green infrastructure practices.

 Septic system routine maintenance and inspection to prevent leakage and pollution.

 Agriculture Cost-Share programs need to do more to ensure farmers choose to put in

even more green practices, particularly permanent practices such as wetlands and

riparian buffers (growing forests and grasses along stream banks).

 Climate change/ Coastal Resilience must be considered qualitatively and

quantitatively.
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 Need for land use planning, land conservation and accounting for growth to meet 
the Bay’s pollution diet. BMPs will be an option for jurisdictions to consider and commit 
to in developing their WIPs. 

 Accounting for growth by including policies that keep Maryland on track with pollution 
reducing goals from expanding sources for all sectors.  

 Protect sensitive areas from development much like Charles County Watershed 

Conservation District, that limit home building and pollution uses. 

 Realism in Growth Estimates: Comprehensive plans should require a review of 

resource elements to see if proposed actions are supported in view of cross-

jurisdictional resource and climate impacts. 

 Need for more forests along streams and in wet areas.  

 Nutrient trading that holds to the Coalition’s 12 nutrient trading principles.  

 Increased compliance: Reduced agency budgets and staffing loss, expired pollution 
permits, and lagging enforcement capacity beleaguer state agencies charged with 
enforcement and permit compliance  

 Verification of best management practices (BMPs) so they effectively yield nutrient 

and sediment load. Verify BMPs are installed, implemented and routinely maintained. 

 

What is our request? 

If we are to achieve the necessary pollution reductions critical to saving the Bay, Maryland must 
also ensure that:  

 State and local funding is dedicated to implement these BMPs for farmers and 

conservation practices. 

 The Farm Bill has supported funding mechanisms such as the RCPP and CREP within 

the bill that will bring, continued and imperative funding back to the region.  

 A stronger WIP be created for Conowingo Dam that provides ample funding. 

Clean Water Act Permits are renewed on time, to allow state’s voices to be heard 

during the permit developmental process.  
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