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July 16, 2012 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL        

Paul Swartz 
Executive Director, Susquehanna River Basin Commission 
Richard A. Cairo 
General Counsel, Susquehanna River Basin Commission 
1721 N. Front Street, Harrisburg, PA 17102-2391 
 

RE: Comments on the Commission’s Revised Low Flow Protection Policy 

Dear Mr. Swartz and Mr. Cairo, 

We, the undersigned members of the Choose Clean Water Coalition, respectfully submit this comment 

letter in response to the Susquehanna River Basin Commission’s (SRBC) proposed Low Flow Protection 

Policy related to water withdraw approvals. The Choose Clean Water Coalition consists of national, 

regional and local organizations located throughout the Chesapeake watershed’s six states and the 

District of Columbia and includes diverse groups, such as conservation, sportsmen, faith-based, 

economic development groups and land trusts.  The Coalition envisions vibrant, clean rivers and streams 

in all communities in the Chesapeake region. We serve as a strong, united, effective advocate for 

restoring the thousands of streams and rivers flowing to the Bay. 

While the proposed policy is strong, there is opportunity for improvement. For instance, the discretion 

to determine when low flow protections are triggered should be left to SRBC and not project applicants.  

Second, the Commission should retain its new policy standards further protecting exceptional value and 

high quality waterways and consider making them commensurate with standards of Pennsylvania’s 

antidegradation laws which ensure both Exceptional Value (EV) and High Quality (HQ) waters undergo 

extensive analysis prior to any proposed change with an impact on water quality. Third, we note the 

policy lacks definitive standards for limiting withdrawals to reasonably foreseeable needs of applicants 

and believe the Commission should make clear that the integrity of waterways – not project applicant 

needs – determines appropriative rights. Fourth, the policy should continue to provide seasonally based 

instream-flow protections for headwater and small order waterways. The move from annual based 

limits is a sound decision that should remain.  

Fifth, the proposed policy takes into account many site-specific protocols, but then fails to provide 

corresponding mechanisms that take such site-specific data and analyzes it together to protect against 

adverse cumulative impacts. In particular, we are concerned with the lack of baseline data concerning 

the potential for adverse cumulative impacts arising from individually minor water withdrawals when 

considered collectively. Indeed, the issue of cumulative impacts – impacts that may be temporally and 

geographically distant, and individually minor, yet collectively significant – are of particular concern to 

downriver users within the Chesapeake community. For this reason, we urge the SRBC to conduct a 
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study or establish a set of scientific protocols analyzing impacts to water resources arising from water 

withdraws related to shale gas development throughout the Basin, and in so doing provide scientific 

guidance for prospective implementation of the policy in the face of continued, and expected increases, 

in water demands of such industry.  

On the whole, we recognize the extensive scientific diligence performed to create the existing policy and 

believe that the policy must retain such science based standards in order to best protect our waterways, 

including tributary streams, intermittent streams, and spring seeps, and to further protect the health of 

downstream waterways. We the undersigned appreciate this opportunity to comment and commend 

the work of SRBC and its partners and urge the Commission to consider our suggestions in publishing 

the final policy. A strong low flow protection policy with clear safeguards is critical to protecting water 

resources of the Susquehanna Basin and the downstream Chesapeake Bay.  

Sincerely, 

American Rivers 

Audubon Maryland-DC 

Citizens for Pennsylvania’s Future (PennFuture) 

Chesapeake Climate Action Network 

ConservationPA 

Earthworks 

Lower Susquehanna Riverkeeper 

Nature Abounds 

PA Council of Trout Unlimited 

Peach Bottom Concerned Citizens Group 

Pennsylvania Council of Churches 

Savage River Watershed Association 

Shenandoah Valley Network 

 

 

 

 


