
 
 

2019 TMDL Work Plan 

 
Goal: Ensure the Chesapeake Bay pollution limits, corresponding state watershed 

implementation plans (WIPs) and all other applicable requirements of the Clean Water Act 

and its state counterparts are effectively implemented so as to return clean water to the 

Chesapeake Bay watershed 

 

Objective: Watchdog EPA and the Chesapeake Bay Program processes to ensure progress 
towards the 2025 water quality goals. 

 Implement Coalition’s Phase III WIP advocacy plan, including promotion and 
utilization of WIP Engagement Guides.  

 Ensure that EPA continues to pressure the states to meet their TMDL and 
WIP commitments and does not allow backsliding. 

 Urge each state to engage in a gap analysis to determine what needs to be 
revised from its Phase II WIP, or added to it, to ensure that 2025 goals will be 
met. 

 Work with the Local Government Engagement Initiative and state agencies to assist 
and engage local governments in the development of the Phase III Watershed 
Implementation Plans. Ensure that there is active participation at the county and local 
levels in identifying needs to meet 2025 goals and developing plans to meet those 
needs, including resources, technical assistance, regulatory support, etc.  

 Strategically engage in Chesapeake Bay Program work groups (climate, agriculture, 

etc.) and share opportunities to influence this work. 

 Review draft Phase III WIPs when they are released and work with the states, 
Bay Program and local communities to remedy deficiencies. 

 Ensure Chesapeake Bay Program decisions are scientifically and legally sound. 

 Coalition’s messaging stays positive about the value of the collaborative effort to clean-

up the Bay, and focused on elevating midpoint assessment results.  

 Ensure Phase III WIPs adequately address climate change impacts on present and 

planned for restoration programs and policies. 

 Ensure the Bay Partnership makes adequate progress towards developing modeling 

and other technical and policy tools that support the commitment to address climate-

attributable numeric pollution loads, beginning in 2022 

 
Objective: Champion accountability, transparency and adaptive management as the Phase III 
WIPs are being developed and the 2025 final pollution reduction deadlines approach. 

 Track opportunities at the Chesapeake Bay Program and state level to increase 
accountability and transparency and engage on strategic WIP issues, such as 
progress reporting to keep pressure on the states. 

 Ensure that each Bay jurisdiction has an effective verification program in place 
to evaluate compliance and require appropriate corrective measures. 

 Ensure that pollution removal efficiencies for best management practices (BMPs) 
are based on sound science with appropriate documentation. 

 

Objective: Ensure Lost Pollution Trapping Capacity at Conowingo Dam is Addressed 
 Ensure that the Conowingo WIP is developed via a transparent process that involves 

interested stakeholders, not just jurisdictional representatives.  



 Mobilize the Coalition to support Maryland in holding Exelon accountable for mitigating 
the water quality impacts of sediment and nutrients scoured from behind the dam 
through the 401 Water Quality Certification and FERC re-licensing processes. 

 Provide Coalition members with updates on the ongoing legal actions associated with 
additional sediment and nutrient loads associated with lost trapping capacity at the 
Dam.   

 

Objective: Work to ensure that any nutrient credit trading programs will comply with 
all applicable Clean Water Act requirements and protect local water quality. 

 Review and comment on state policies and regulations, credit proposals, and 
NPDES permits using credits to ensure they are consistent with the Clean Water 
Act, EPA’s technical memoranda, and the Coalition’s trading principles. 

 Ensure that any new or expanded discharge of a pollutant is offset by an equal or 
greater reduction of one or more existing discharges, and that the Bay jurisdictions 
each develop effective regulatory programs to describe the procedures and 
requirements for doing this and verify compliance. 
 

 


